
Definition: An AFS white paper is an extensively researched report developed by a panel 
sanctioned by the AFS governing board specifically to address a medical or procedural issue or 
question of interest to AFS members.  The final report must be reviewed and approved by the 
governing board before final publication and, as such, it represents the official position of the 
AFS on the issue or question addressed.  
 
Process for consideration: An executive summary is to be submitted to the executive 
committee (or their designee) for consideration prior to the start of the project. The executive 
summary should include: Needs assessment, proposed methodology of research, panel of 
proposed authors, timeframe, and potential utility. 
 
If the executive summary is approved please reference below for organization of the document: 
Components of a problem/solution white paper: 
Title page 
Abstract/executive summary 
Problem statement 
Background 
Solution 
Conclusion 
References 
 
A final copy is to be submitted to the governing board for final approval. All white papers will be 
submitted to Foregut, the Journal of the American Foregut Society for consideration of 
publication. 
 


